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Report on z~lr. Holeomb's Reflecting Telescope. t 
The Committee on Science and the Arts, constituted by the Franklin Institute of the 
-State of Pennsylvania for the promotion of the Mechanic Arts, to whom was referred 

for examination a Reflecting Telescope, made by Mr. Amass Holcomb, of SOuth- 
wick, Massachusetts, for the Newark College, Delaw~e, REPORT:~ 
That the following description of the instrument is given by Mr. Hol- 

comb: "The telescope submitted to the examination of the Committee is a 
Reflector on the plan of Sir Win. Herchel. It is tourteen feet long and 
ten inches in diameter. I t  has six different magnifying powers from 70 to 
1000." 

The Committee proceeded to the examination of the telescope on the 
evening of the 17th instant. A trial was made of its various powers from 
70 to 1000, upon the moon~ upon several nebulae, clusters, and double 
stars, and they beg leave to report as the result of that examination, that 
the instrument possesses all the superiority over any reflectors hitherto sub- 
mitted by Mr. Holcomb, which its increased length and aperture wouhl 
lead us to expect, and that it has every attribute of excellence which the 
best optical skill couht give to an instrument of these dimensions. The 
Committee cannot tbrbear again cmnmenting upon the excellence and sim- 
plicity of Mr. Holcomb's method of mounting the instrument, which not- 
withstanding itssize, is portable, with all its mounting, by a single person. 

The object is easily followed by the rack work and the inconvenience 
from the m~tion of carriages at Shnrt distances from it, was not tbund to be 
greater with a power of 1000, than with a power of 100, in the common 
mode of mounting achromatics, moveable by rack work on an upright stand, 

The short time allowed the Committee prevented them from making 
observations on close double stars, for the purpose of determining the limit 
of its optical capacity. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

By order ot the committee. 
Oct. 15, 1856. WILLIAM HAMXLTO~ .~ctuary. 
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A M E R I C A N  P A T E N T S .  
LIST OF AMERICAN PATENTS WHICH ISSUED IN MARCH, ]836. 

I~th Remarks and Exemplifications by the Editor. 
1. For  a machine for making and Cutting Crackers; William Ro 

Nevins, city of New York, March  2. 
A claim is made to ,'the peculiar arrangement of the machinery as de- 

scribed~ by which the operation of the rolling of the dough, and cutting the 
biscuit, or erackers~ is perfiwmed at the same time and with the same 
machine. Also, as an improvement, the horizontal rack or pinion by 
which motion is given to the cutters." 

The description of the machine is very imperfect, and the drawing lends 
but little aid in exhibitin~_.the "peculiar arran~ement'o of its parts. There 
are to be two, or more~ pairs of rollers to roll out the dough; a moveable 
table, or apro% to carry it under the cutters~ and the frame carrying these 
cutters is to be raised~ we believe, by cams~ or lifters, and is to fall by its 
own gravity. There are many other machines in which the rolling and 
cutting are performed at the same time, this, in fact, is common to the 
numerous instruments which have been contrived for making crackers. 
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2. For  a _Power Printing _Press; I saac  Adams,  ci ty of  Boston, 
Massachusetts ,  M a r c h  2. 

W e  cannot attempt to give any description of this press9 the specification 
of which occupies sixteen pages, with numerous references to the drawings; 
the claims amount to twenty-one in number, and it will be a tbrtunate, and 
very remarkable, circumstance, should the whole of them prove tenable. 
The press has been tried, a~l  we are informed that it operates well, and is 
much superior to that patented by the same gentleman~ which was itself a 
good one. Tile combinations in the present instance are sufficiently novel 
and characteristic to render it unnecessary to resort to minute particulars 
in the claims, a course which is commouly pregnant with danger; if one 
thing only that is essential to the existence of a machine is claimed, it is 
safe to trust to this alone. In the casebefi~re us, we could point out more 
than one thing claimed which is not new, and the patentee himself informs 
us respecting one of them, that " the claim last above written, on the nip- 
pers, is not to extend to cylinder printing machines;" a court and jury ,  we 
apprehend, would not regard such a limitation. 

3. For  a ,~tove for Cooking" and l~zrming Rooms; Fos te r  Stevens,  
Springfield,  H a m p d e n  county,  51assachusetts,  M a r c h  2. 

The  general fl~rm of this stove, as represented, is that of the common 
Franklin,  or open, stove; but in this tbrm it is to be used for heating only; 
when emph~ced for cooking, a close, or box, fire place, is produced I)y 
means of two plates hinged together,., and folding up against the backof  the 
stove; one of them, when unfi)lded, torms the top of the close stove, anti 
has perforations for cooking utensils; the other makes the front, and has 
folding doors to supply the fire. There are win~ plates, which when not 
used to complete the enclosure, fohl agait~st the sides of the stove. 

The claim is to "the combinin~ the co+Ning stnve with the common fire 
place, or fire frame, by means of the folding plates and wings~ and the 
closing of the lower flue by means of the plate when folded back, so as to 
cause the smoke anti heat to pass off" as in a common fire place." 

Such folding plates are apt to be troublesome, aml are liable to get outof 
order, by warping from heat, the insinuation of ashes, &c. about the 
joints. Shouhl there be no difficulty of this kind, we are not aware of any 
thing which will interfere with the claims of tile patentee. 

4. For  Apparatus for heating buildings, and for Cooking; Lovell  
Lewis ,  1,ewiston, N i a g a r a  county,  New York, March  2. 

A stove of any of the usual kinds is to be employed for the combustion 
of the fuel, and this is to be surrounded by a easingof  It%allowing aspace 
between them; the stove pipe is to be surrounded in the same way by a t i a  
case, whicil is to be closed ai:top. From this casing tubes are to lead il~to 
any part of a building to be heated; and wilen cooking is to be performed~ 
the articles to be operated on are placed within the casing, which is fur- 
nished with doors for that purpose. The claim is to "the method, or manner 
of collecting~ retaining, conducting, and using, heat, for the purpose afo,.e- 
said. ~' 

Although we have good and bad conductors, and good and bad radiators 
of heat, we cannot by any of our devices, bottle up, and retain this subtile 
medium~ as we can bottle up and retain water; neither will it~ at our bidding, 
pass through tubes, or be drawn off' by pumps and cocks~ in the manner of 
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liquids. But apart from this, the foregoing description sets forth no new 
discovery, as tin cases to stoves and furnaces intended to arrest and retain 
the heat, are well known devices, and have been made the subject trf 
patents in various instances. 

5. For a Washing machine; John O. Geer, Norwich,  Connecticut, 
M a r c h  ~l. 

A cylindrical barrel is to be placed horizontally, and within it 'are to be 
revolving dashers. "The construction o1 tile inside movements~ and the 
operating of the same," constitute tile claim. 

6. For  a Safe for ?rotecting acczunt books, ~'c. front destruction by 
fire; Daniel Harr ington,  city of Philadelphia, March 2. 

A firm enclosure is to be built of brick, or stone, extending from the cel- 
lar up to the floor of the apartment in which the safe is to be used. The 
safe itself may be made of wood, and is to be suspended by pulleys and a 
taunter weight; sliding and tolding doors of iron shut down over the safe, 
when it descends into the fire proof case, or well; these being of ~ufficient 
strength to prevent any danger from walls, or rubbish, falling upon them, 
and being so contrived as 1o be~ to a certain extent~ self-acting, covering the 
safe as it descends. The particular devices we cannot take time to ex- 
plain, but think them such as are well calculated to answer the purpose 
intended. 

7. For  Cutting and forming" heads for barrels, ~'c.; Hiram An- 
drews, Canaan,  Litchfield county, Connecticut, March 2. 

Various machines are in use for cutting heading for casks, &c., but that 
described in the specification of dais patent appears to I~e sufficiently new 
to justiIy a claim to invention. Tile heading is to be cut rounding by means 
of a concave, circular saw on a revolving shaft, within which saw there is a 
circular cutter, of somewl~at less diameter than tile saw, and in contact 
with it, furnished with teeth so formed as to give the proper bevel to one 
side of the head. A similar cutter on another shaft bevels the opposite 
side of the head, tile latter being Woperly secured on a revolving platform, 
operating as a chuck. 'File d.'awing is very indifferently executed, aflbrd- 
ing but a general idea of the machine:-y, and is, theretbre, not such as the 
law requires. The specification affords a good general description, but no 
more; and the claim is to "the combination of the several parts of the 
machine, and the placing them in the position which effects tbe object of 
cutting and forming heads forany casks of any dimensions." Such aclaim 
we do not think good, as it does not designate any particular combinations, 
as characteristic of the machine, whilst several of the things combined, 
have been similarly arranged in other machines, for the same, or other pur- 
poses. 

S. For  a Self-sharpening pick for dressing mill stones; Samuel 
Etheridge, Tecumsch,  Lenawa  county, Michigan,  March 2. 

This invention is claimed as applicable to stone hammers, as well as to 
picks for mill stones. The hammer, or pick, consists of two pieces of iron, 
embracing a plate of steel between them; to one of these pieces the handle 
is fastened, by passing through it in the usual way, and against this the 
other piece, or jaw~ is to be forced by means of a wedge, so as to hold the 
steel plate firmly. 
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CLAIM. " W h a t  I claim as my invention, and not previously known, in 
the above described pick axe, and chisel, is the making of the point or cut- 
ting part a separate and distinct piece from the body; the manner of hold- 
ing it between two jaws held together by a strap, with the key, or a screw; 
the manner of sliding it down and fastening so tha t  it will not drive back 
again; and the making of the point of one thickness of steel between two 
of iron welded together, so that the iron will wear off faster than the steel, 
and thus constitute a self-sharpening point." 

By turning to page ~5, vol. xvi., it will be seen that the first member of 
the foregoing claim is in terms which cannot be sustained. 

9. For  an Instrument for  perforating Wood; John B. PclI, city 
of  New York,  M a r c h  2. 

~'Fhis perforating instrument consists of a cylindrical steel tube, well 
polished within and without; it has at one end a cutting lip, and, if prefer- 
red, an entering screw, and at the other there may be a handle like that of 
an auger. The tube is somewhat smaller at the cutting than at the handle 
end, and the chips which pass into it are, consequently, not obstructed in 
their passage through it. Besides the perforating instrument, the specifi. 
cation describes and claims a machine for working and directing it, by 
means of a guide screw, and other appendages. 

CLAL~. "Wha t  I claim is, first, the tube perforator which casts its 
cuttings through the tube or heart of the instrument, and bores without 
clo,,~,in~.~..g with its own cuttin, gs; and, secondly, the labour savin~ machine 
for giving a rotary motmn to the [perforator, more advantageously than by 
a handle worked [n the manner of a common auger." 

10. For  an improvement  in Piano Fortes; Isaiah Clark,  Cincinnati, 
Hamil ton county,  Ohio, M a r c h  2. 

The patentee states that he makes an entire and distinct frame of iron, 
which frame is to beat" the whole strain of the wire, or strings, and claims 
"the entire iron frame, made of cast or wrought iron, or any other suitable 
metal; also the soundin~ board, on account of its being attached to the said 
frame; and also tile peculiar direction of the treble strings." The treble 
strings are nearly at right angles with those of the bass. 

W e  did not suppose that there existed a single piano forte maker who 
was unacquainted with the fact that pianos had been made with entire iron 
frames, in France, England, and the United States; it appears~ however, 
that we were mistaken. 

11. For  a Brick Press; Phineas Ball, Mount Vernon, Knox county, 
Ohio, March  2. 

This machine is intended ['or pressin~ untempered clay . . . . . .  by what is de- 
nominated the double-actioned joint levers; the main pmnt (lepenaeu upon 
appears to be the pressing of the brick clay in the mould by a follower 
on each side of it, one working up, and the other down. The general con- 
struction of the machine is shown in the drawing, but there are several par- 
ticulars not so explained as to enable a workman to construct a complete 
machine. The claim is certainly broader than the invention; it is to the 
giving to the levers that double action which causes the material to receive 
aa equal pressure from above and below; and also the invention of pressing 
the brick on the edge, or face; likewise the improvement in the art of 
making brick by pressing untempered clay; together with the general corn- 
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bination and arrangement of the respective parts, as herein described, by 
• - -  " c ¢  " 

which this machine is distm~mshed from all others constructed for the same 
purpose." 

We  are confident that bricks have been pressed by double followers in 
machines previously made, and there are numerous patents for making 
brick by pressing untempered clay. 

12. For  Forge furnaces, and steam engine boilers, in combina- 
tion; Alexander  Harrison, New Haven,  Connecticut, M a r c h  2. 

The body of this combined forge and furnace is represented as nearly 
egg-shaped; into the lower part, or air chamber, the wind is to be forced, 
and is to pass up through a grate upon which the fuel lies; the furnace, or 
fiwge, occupying the middle portion of the apparatus; into this part there 
are several openings, or doors, giving access to the fire; the upper part of 
the egg,formed body constitutes the boiler, which in part, also, surrounds 
the fire. 

The claim is to the "combination of a steam engine boiler with a forge 
furnace, constructed substantially as aforesaid; that is, with a boiler so 
formed as to constitute the sides and top of the forge furnace." 

There are several things alluded to, which are not explained; the use 
and application of the apparatus are also very vaguely presented. 

13. For a Saw mill dqz, or carriage stock; Jesse Re~d, Marshfield, 
P lymouth  county, Massachusetts, March 2. 

~rarious modes of forming dogs for holding, and slides for setting, the 
logs on saw mill carriages, have been made the subject of patents. The  
things claimed by the present patentee~ a r e  a ~'notched slider, a hand, 
weight and lever s a lock joint of a knee, a swivel brace, right angled dogs, 
and the method of confining them, as described, with their arrangement.'" 
Some of the parts individually claimed are not new; as, for example, the 
notched slider, which is a bar of iron tbrming a rack on its lower edge, and 
having the right angled dogs on its upper side. The  notches, or teeth, on 
the lower side of the slider, are for setting the log, which is to be effected 
by the running back of the carriage, in a manner very similar to that adopt- 
ed by Phineas Bennett. The  mode of action is not exhibited sufficiently in 
detail~ to instruct a workman, we cannot, therefore~ speak with confidence 
respecting its originality. 

14. For  an improvement  in the Axles of  wagons, carriages, ~.c.; 
Spencer  Coleman, Mount Pleasant, Spottsylvania county, Virginia, 
M a r c h  2. 

These axles are called rolling axles, and from the description it appears 
that they are so denominated from the whole axle being allowed to revolve 
in boxes fixed on the bolster, or other suitable part, of the frame of the 
carriage; whether the wheels are also to revolve freely on the axles we 
are not told, but suppose that they are, otherwise there would be a.diffi- 
culty in turning t h e  carriage. There is not any claim made, and the 
patentee is in error in supposing, as he must, that the revolution of the 
whole axle is a novelty. 

15. For  a machine for  breaking dough, for  making bread; Daniel 
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D. Shackford,  and Theodore  Shackford, Westbrook,  Cumberland 
county,  Maine, March  2. 

A circular platform, surrounded by a curb, or rim~ converting it into a 
shallow tube~ or trough, is made to revolve horizontally by suitable gearing; 
within this the dough to be broken is placed, and is operated on by a fluted 
frustrum of a cone which presses upon it; this frustrum has projecting axes 
which are suspended bya  rope, or chain~ from the upper part of the frame 
of the machine, allowing it to roll freely~ and to adapt itself to the surface 
of the dough. The  claim is to "the combination and arrangement of the 
foregoing machin~ for breaking dough. ~' 

Machines nearly identical with this have been used for washing clothes. 

1'6. For Rotary stove cal~s; M a y n a r d  French,  city of Albany~ N e w  
York, March 2. 

According to our understanding of the description of these rotary caps, 
or tops, of cooking stoves, they differ from those used in Stanley's well 
known rotary stove in being elevated three, or more inches above the upper 
fixed plate of the stove~ by a circular rim, all around the cap, there being 
divisions, or descending partilions~ on the under side of the cap, between the 
different openings for cooking utensils; this arrangement being substituted 
for the circular rim surrounding each opening on the upper side of Stanley~s 
stove cap. The claim made is to - the  elevation of the cap~ or caps; the 
formation of the chambers by the various partitions on the under side of 
the cap or caps; the methods of conveying the smoke and heat from cham- 
ber to chamber; ~by openings in the partitions,] and the adaptation and 
application of the said caps to stoves and furnaces~ as above described2 ~ 
We see no essential difference between these caps, and those used by Stan- 
ley; nor any superior advantage to be derived from them. 

17. For an improved machine for Renovating and "purifying 
Feathers; John W. Post, and Ralph  Collier, ci ty of Baltimore, 
March 2. 

Two plans of operation are here proposed; one of them is to put the 
feathers into a double cnsed vessel, provided with agitators to stir them up; 
they are to be heated by admitting steam from a boiler between the two 
case% so that it may not come into contact with the feathers. The  second 
plan is to dress the feathers without taking them out of the bed; an opening 
is to be made through the tick at one end, and a recurred metallic tube is 
to be inserted, through which steam and heated air are to be passed, the 
bed being occasionally shaken during the operation. 

The  claim is to " the  apparatus as above constructed~ and particularly the 
introduction of heat into beds, without taking out the feathers." 

We do not believe that either of these plans will be so effectual as those 
in which moisture is allowed to come in contact with the feathers, and as 
respects that particularly claimed, we are convinced it will be produc- 
tive of littl% or n% benefit. 

18. For a Churn; Amos Hanson,  Windham, Cumberland county 
Maine,  M a r c h  2. 

The  cream is to be put into a square box with a curved bottom~ and to 
be agitated by means of revolving ladle boards~ or dashers~ which are to be 
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moved by a cog wheel and pinion. The  claim is to "the gearing that is 
attached, and that operate said machine" ! ! 

19. For  an improvement  in the Printing Pre~s; John L. Kingsley, 
city of  New York. First patented, Apr i l  22, 1835. Surrendered and 
reissued March 2nd, 1836. 

We remarked upon this press as origin~tlly patented, at p. 328; vol. xvi. 
and noticed the defectiveness of the claims made; these are now in the fol- 
lowing words: "What I claim as my own original invention in the machinery, 
is the universal joint of the ball in two sockets; the double joints of the 
connecting rod, roller, and standards; the manner of regulating power by 
the screw die and binding nut; and also to the lever, and its manner of  
connexion." 

20. For  a machinery for Making Gauges for cabinet makers and 
joiners; Morris M.  Brainard, Great  Barrington, Berkshire county,  
Massachusetts,  M a r c h  4. 

This machinery consists of a socket chisel for boring and mortising the 
heads; of a grooving drill, or cutter, for grooving the bar to receive the 
slide; of a sliding semper for fitting the slide to the groove; of a buff" saw 
for dressing the gauge bar; and of a revolving shaver for finishing the head 
of the gauge, and bringing it into proper shape. Most of these are revolv- 
ing cutters used in the lathe, and adapted in form to the purpose tbr whicb 
they are intended, but not possessing any of that kind of novelty which would 
class them among inventions. They  can hardly be said to be described, 
yet it would be easy to make similar tools by referring to the drawings, not 
(rom the special clearness of these, but from a familiarity with similar 
articles. 

21. For a Composition of Pitch; Thomas  H. Sherman,  Scriba, 
Oswego county,  New York, March 4. 

To make this composition, twenty-five pounds of water lime, and eight 
and one-third pounds of salt are to be added to 100 pounds of common pitch; 
the lime is to be added first, then the salt, "and all the process is to be effected 
over a moderate fire. This gives a substance superior to common pitch, in- 
asmuch as it is harder in the water, and wherever placed remains permanent." 

The tbregoing comprises the entire substance of the specification, in 
which there is not any claim made. "We have known lime and salt added 
to tar, and the whole boiled together, which, we apprehend, produces a 
result the same with that of the foregoing recipe. This composition we 
have seen employed with good effect, for covering shingled roofs. Sparks 
falling upon it are not so likely to produce combustion as upon dry shingles. 

22. For  dlpplging Plaster of Paris, in forming rValls, ~c.; John 
Flint, city of  New York, and Clark Mills, Syracuse,  Onondaga county, 
N e w  York, M a r c h  4. 

A main object of this patent is to secure the right of using "plaster to 
form walls to obstruct the influx of water in pits where reservoirs are to be 
built." After digging the pit, plaster is to be sifted, or poured, into the 
water which is contained in it, so as to cover the bottom to the thickness of 
four or five inches; a suitable curb is then to be inserted, leaving a space ot" 
two or three inches between it and the walls of the pit, which space is to 
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be filled with plaster; the curb~ and any contained water, are then to be 
removed, and the plaster covered with a coating of hydraulic cement. 
Reservoirs in grounds free from water~ and also above ground, are to be 
formed on similar principles~ instructions for doing which are given in the 
specification. 

The  things claimed, are the use of calcined plaster~ either alone or mixed 
with other materials s for making walls, or guards, to obstruct the influx of 
water, in places where such influx occurs; also the use of the like materials 
tbr forming other cisterns, to contain liquids. 

Hydraulic cement s without the intervention of Plaster of Paris, has been 
used in a similar way s for the same purpose s and we cannot perceive the 
advantage of usin~ both. With  respect to the claim above made, we do 
n~)t think it tenable, as it does not contain any new discovery, or mode of 
procedure, or point to any "new machine, art s manufacture, or composition 
of matter." 

23. For an improvement  in Locks and Kegs denominated the Lever 
L~ek and Key; Augustus Prutzmann, city of Philadelphia, M a r c h  4. 

A report upon this lock will be fbund at page 130; it having been sub- 
mitted to the Committee on Science and the Arts. W e  cannot do better 
lhan refer to their report s as any attempt at description, without several 
drawings, would give a very imperfect idea of lhe construction of the locks. 
We have not looked enough into it to form a satisfactory opinion of its rela- 
live merits. 

24. For an improvement  in Rail Road Cars; Freder ick Davis and 
Will iam Ashdown, Baltimore, Mary land ,  March 4. 

This is said to be an improvement upon the plan patented by G. W. 
Cleaveland, on the 14th October, 1835, in which axles, divided in the 
middle, were employed in what was called a self-adjusting rail road car. 
The  present patentees adopt the divided axle s each wheel turning indepen- 
dently, anti being connected by a system of levers by which they propose 
adapt the wheels to the curvature of the road, whatever that may be, and 
thus to prevent the vibrating s or zig zag s motion of the car s anti preserve 
the flanch ti'om contact with the rail. It so happens, however s that this 
vibratory motion is not caused bv the curvature of the road, as it takes 
place as strikingly in the straight parts, and results from those perpetually 
recurring inequalities, which are unavoidable even on the best roads. 
The  same defect attends the proposed plan as that which we have noticed 
in some others, namely, the fore and bind wheels are simultaneously acted 
upon; yet it must happen at the beginning and the end of ever)- curve, that 
one pair of wheels will be on the curve, whilst the other pair is on the 
straight rails. 

25. For a Water Wheel; Frederick Wingate ,  Augusta,  Kennebec  
county, Maine, M a r c h  4. 

The  patentee intends to use this wheel, for "propelling mills, machinery 
of any kind, boats and vessels, by water power." Since obtaining his 
patent he has had time to try this wheel, and if he has done so, we are con- 
vinced that it is like many other things on trial s in the way of condemnation. 
The  wheel is made in the manner of the common smoke-jacks consisting of 
a circular disk cut into six s or any other convenient number of, sections, by 
radial lines from the periphery towards the centre~ and setting the sections 
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somewhat obliquely. Such wheels have been frequently tried, but not a 
second time, we apprehend, by the same person. T h e y  were essayed for 
propelling on the Hudson, by Gen. Stevenson, more than thirty years ago. 

26. For  an improvement in the Bar.share _Plough; William P. 
Cannon, Monroe county,  Tennessee, M a r c h  4. 

CLAI~. ,,What I claim as my invention, and not previously known, in the 
above described plough, is the mortise, heel plate, and screw, on the hori- 
zontal bar, allowing the plough to be regulated in the depth by turning on 
the heel screws instead of the eye or rachet, which rendered the plough 
stationary as to depth, unless through the alteration of the horses' haines. 
And in discovering the property, and first making of the mortice in the 
upright, or perpendicular bar, so as to fix the plough at any depth desirable 
by the movable rivet." 

27. For an improvement  in the Rudders.for Ships and Boats; 
Samuel  Kepner,  Harr isburg,  Dauphin  county.  Pennsylvania, M a r c h  4. 

Ships need not to have been mentioned, as this rudder will never be 
applied to them; it has been contrived for 
canal boat% and may possibly answer a good 
purpose in such vessels. The  sketch in the 
margin will give a correct idea of the thing 
proposed, which is so to construct the rudder 
that by depressing the tiller, it will be raised 
out of the water s in which case it may be 
made to operate like an oar, enabling the 
helmsman the more readily to govern the 
boat. 

28. For  a machine for Turning J~ools; Pelat iah Stevens, Jr., 
Stoughton, Norfolk county, Massachusetts, March 4. 

W e  described a machine for turning boots at p. 266, vol. xvii, which un- 
doubtedly answered the purpose perfectly well. The  plan now proposed 
bears a strong resemblance to the above; the present patentee, however, 
states that he contrived his and put it into operation, prior to July, 1833. 
We are apprehensive that this statement will not aid him in sustaining his 
patent, as a public use of it for two or three years would abstract something 
from its novelty. 

29. For an improvement in the Printing Press; Hezekiah  Camp, 
Trenton, Tuscarawas  county, Ohio, M a r c h  4. 

This is called a flexible tympan press; and it is so called because the 
tympar b with the sheet upon it, is drawn down under a press roller, to 
receive the impression. A claim is made to the manner of throwing this 
press roller in and out of gear; also to the flexible tympan s self-operating 
clamps, &c. The  drawing is not sufficiently in detail to-show the construe. 
lion of the various parts; and the flexible tympan, which is broadly claimed, 
is not new. 

30. For  an improvement in the Steam JEngine; Nathan  Lockling, 
Sparta,  Lexington county, New York, M a r c h  4. 

This improvement is, to us, truly transcendental~ or, in other words~ we 
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are unable to follow out the intention of the inventor, even with the aid of a 
well executed drawing. The  furnace is within the boiler, and it is proposed 
to return the smoke and the escape steam back again through the furnace. 
To effect this object the flue from the furnace enters a drum, or case, fur- 
nished with a revolving fan~ which is to drive the smoke, &c. &c., through 
a tube leading down behiud, and under, the boilers, through which it passes, 
opening under the burning fuel. W e  see nothing to prevent a perpetual  
circulation of the same products of combustion. Besides this smoke pipe 
from the furnace, a steam pipe enters the above named casing, directly from 
the boiler, and is, in the drawing, called an escape pipe, and steam will 
certainly escape though it, but not that which we usually understand by 
the term escape steam. " W e  give it up." 

31. Fo r  Cotton Gin Grates; Edwin Keith~ Br idgewater ,  county  of 
Plymcmth, Massachuset ts ,  March  4. 

This patent is taken tbr making the grates of cotton gins of chilled cast- 
iron. The  method generally preferred, is to form the slots in the grates by 
laying plates of iron in the flasks when casting, which chills the parts where 
the saws operate; sometimes, however, the whole face of the grate is to 
be chilled. The  claim is to ~qhe making of gr, des for cotton gins of cast- 
iron, or other fusible metal suitable for the purpose, in sheets of two, or 
more, connected at the ends; and of chilling them either in the whole or in 
part,  as described." 

Wha t  "other  fusible metal" is suitable for the purpose, we do not know; 
these words, it is true, will do no harm, but they are unmeaning, and 
intended to guard against some airy nothing. 

32. Fo r  an improvemen t  in the  Plough; David  P rou ty ,  and  John 
M e a t s ,  Boston, Massachuse t t s ,  March  4. 

The  claims made coffsist~ " First, in the inclining the land side, so as to 
form an acute angle with the plane of the shear. Second, the placing the 
beam on a line parallel  to the land side~ within the body of the plough, and 
its centre nearly in the perpendicular of the centre of resistance. Third,  
the tbrming of the top of the standard tbr brace and draught2 ~ These  
points, it is stated, are not claimed separately, but in combination with each 
other. This plough, we are informed, has been highly approved by those 
farmers who have used it. 

33. Fo r  an Open Screw~lVheel for propelling steam canal boats; 
Are tus  A. Wilder ,  W a r s a w ,  Genessce county,  New York~ M a r c h  8. 

The  open screw wheel is to be made by floats upon a long shaft, tbrm- 
ing an interrupted spiral; and this is claimed, with its application to the 
propelling of steam, canal, and other boats. If  there were any novelty in 
this contrivance, we might descant upon its merits; but the patentee might 
find upon the ~helves of the Patent Office, models of such wheels, long 
covered with the accumulating dust of years; much longer, we are fully con- 
vinced, than he will have them covered with water. 

34. Fo r  a Double Force Pump; L e v i  Newton,  A l e x a n d e r ,  Genessee 
county,  N e w  York,  March  8. 

As usual, in patents fbr pumps, there is nothing new in that before us. 
Two chambers~ or cylinders~ are placed in a well 9 and a brake carrying 
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two piston rods, works the two pistons, and forces the water up through 
common pipe. 

35. For  a @lint for reducing, fractures, called a sliding metallic 
Splint; Enoch Thomas,  New Athens, Morrison county, Ohio, 
M a r c h  8. 

This splint is capable of  being lengthened, or shortened, to adapt it to 
persons of different heights. We shall not attempt to describe the particu- 
lar construction of any of its individual parts, as these do not constitute any 
part of the claim, although they are dilated upon in the specification. The  
claim is to "the combination, arrangement, and adaptation of the several 
parts of the splint, as described." A claim, which, like the splint itself, is 
calculated equally well to fit every subject. 

86. For  a Smut machine; Marcus P. Spafford, Gainsville, Genessee 
county, New York, M a r c h  8. 

A conical body is to revolve within a conical case, as in many other smut 
machines. Both the exterior of the runner, and the interior of the case 
are to be first covered with sheet-iron, and then with sole leather, and 
through these coverings iron teeth are to be driven, cut nails answering the 
purpose. A fan-wheel is employed to blow through between the runner and 
the case, so as to drive the separated smut, &c., entirely away. A second 
fan-wheel below the machine is to effect the final cleaning. The patentee 
says that he "does not claim any part of the above construction other than 
the combination of the leather and sheet-iron, to retain the teeth~ and in 
separating smut from grain, so as that they shall be immovable; and alsJ 
the adaptation of the fan on the top of the cone to produce a current of air 
downwards through the teeth." 

37. For  Leaching ashes, and making,salts for Pearlash; Elijah 
Williams, Erie, Erie county, Pennsylvania, M a r c h  8. ., 

The  instructions are to boil crude ashes in weak lye, or water, over a 
brisk fire, for about twenty minutes, the weak lye, or water, and the ashes, 
being in about equal proportions; this is to be let into the leach during the 
effervescence. The boiled ashes to be leached about eight inches in depth 
in the trough, boiling hot weak lye to be first used, and then boiling hot 
water. The  lye is then to be boiled down in the usual manner. 

The  boiler should be made ot sheet-iron, or copper, with a fiat bottom, 
about three feet wide, and eigh't long, and twenty inches deep. The  
leaches to be of wood, with a fiat bottom, and having a straw strainer, with 
a tube below tbr letting off the lye. Lye obtained by this process, and put 
through a lime strainer, will make good salts for melting. The  claim is to 
" the  boiling and leaching ashes, as above, without the use of lira% and 
making salts suitable for pearlash." 

The  above is the whole substance of the soecificatior., if substance it have. 
To us, however, it is altogether obscure and indefinite. 

38. For  an improvement  in the method of  Making Mould Candles; 
Jefferson Dunlap, Village of  N e w  Holland, Lancaster  county, Penn- 
sylvania, M a r c h  8. 

This is an apparatus for passing the wicks into the moulds, giving them 
the proper twis b and drawing the candle~ simultaneously from the moulds, 
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The  machine appears to be well adapted to the purpose, but would require 
more than a verbal description. The  whole arrangement is claimed. 

39. Fo r  a Brick makin~ machine; John Moffet,  Buffaloe, Er ie  
county,  Pennsylvania ,  M a r c h  S. 

In this machine the bricks are to be pressed into moulds by the passing 
over them a loaded car, or carriage, beneath which is a pressing roller, 
extending the length of the brick. The  moulds are placed side by side, in 
any required number, so as to form a long trough of cells. Parallel to this 
celled trough, a second is placed at a suitable distance from it, and semicir- 
cular platfbrms are made at each end, so that the whole may form a con- 
tinuous railway, admitting of the car to pass round and round. The  moulds 
are to be filled with tempered clay, and the loaded car passed over them, 
which fills them and smooths the upper surface of the brick. The  bottom 
of each mould is capable of being raised up so as to deliver the brick; and 
to effect this, from each of these bottoms the end of a lever projects, which 
is acted upon by a lifter on the hind wheel of the pressing car, in a way 
described in the specification. The  claim is to " the  adaptation of the 
car and rail road to the manufacture of bricks, as set tbrth; and to the 
manner of raising the bricks out of the moulds. ~' 

40. Fo r  the  ,/lpptication o f  latent heat to cookin¢, ~.c.; P e t e r  
Wenn,  an alien, wtro has dec lared  his intent ion to become a ci t izen of 
the Uni ted  States.  Phi ladelphia ,  M a r c h  S. 

It is a little surprising that a patent should be obtained for a contrivance 
so manit~stly useless in an economical point of" view, as it is scarcely to be 
expected that any number of persons would purchase what few would 
receive as a gift, on the condition that they should use it. Passing over the 
false philosophy of boiling, &c. by latent heat, we proceed to state that the 
apparatus consists of" a tin' case, into the lower part of which quick lime is 
to be put, and upon this cold water is to be allowed to run, when, by the 
slacking of the lime, a sufficient degree of heat is to be disengaged to boil, 
stew, &c. &c. The  claim "is  to boil water, to bake, heat, cook, and to dry 
substances b~ means of latent heat, evolved in the before described appara- 
tus, without the aid of fire, flame, or radiant heat; and the manner in which 
the apparatus is to be used as albresaid." 

As a mere article of curiosity the thing was well enough, though scarcely 
fit for a "nine days ~ wonder."  The idea of laying in quick lime enough for 
fuel, of discharging and vending the slacked lime, with all their concomi- 
tants, is one which no person, possessing judgment upon the subjeet~ would 
entertain for a moment; anti we dare aver that the patentee would not con- 
tinue to use his own apparatus in his family, were the lime sent to him gratis. 

41. For  a ~Steam boiler; Job Car t ,  Springborough,  W a r r e n  county,  
Ohio, M a r c h  12. 

This boiler is intended to '~generate a su~cient  quantity of steam for 
propelling any kind of machinery, without any danger of bursting or col- 
lapsing." And a claim is made to the construction of the reservoir and 
furnaces~ or improved steam generator, and agreement of the combined 
parts." What  is meant by the agreement of the combined parts, we cannot 
tell, as we find nothing new in the whole affair, either individually~ or col- 
lectively. The only provision to prevent bursting is staybolting through 
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the boiler, and banding it with iron on the outside. The boiler itself is to 
be wagon-shaped, and the furnaces are to be within it. W e  collect from 
the description, that in order to generate steam enough, there must be fire 
enough, and water enough, bat more than this we cannot discover. 

42. For  a Washing" machine; Albion P. Arnold, Readfield, Kenne- 
bec county, Maine, March  12. 

A double headed beater is made to vibrate in a trough in just the same 
way as in many other washing machines; and after giving the exact 
measures of the individual parts, the patentee claims "the fluted ends of 
the chest, the covering, the iron shaft and boxes, the steel spring and the 
lever on which it acts," to which might have been added "the washerwo- 
man,"  if not previously claimed. 

43. For  a Forcing pump; William W. Lesuer ,  Venice, Cayuga  
county, N e w  York, March  12. 

This is a double, cylinder pump, arranged very much in the manner of 
the double pumps of an ordinary fire engine, with the disadvantage, however, 
of changing the direction of the water as frequently, and as abruptly as 
could well be done. A tul)e, or pipe, is to descend from the bottom of the 
box containing the cylinders, into the well, or other source of supply. A 
claim is made to "the tube on the under side of the box, as applied to this 
machine; the form of the box and the manner in which it is connected with 
the cylinders, and tube on the bottom of the box." 

44. For  a Reaction water zvheel; Abraham Straub, Milton, North-  
umberland county, Pennsylvania, M a r c h  12. 

This reaction wheel is tu be in the form of a drum, or cylinder) like 
"Wing's) and many others; but it is to have only two bucket% or floats~ and 
two points of discharge; each bucket is to exceed a half circle, to allow 
their lapping over at the discharge orifices. The great point upun which 
the patentee depend% is the peculiar kind of curves which he gives to his 
two buckets, "the nature of which is such an involute as that its distance 
from its centre shall increase regularly and continually, thereby affording 
an uninterrupted discharge to the water, without any resistance being offered 
from the imperfections of shape found in those methods heretofore" used." 
These involutes, or buckets, differ but little from segments of circles, and 
notwithstanding the applied mathematics of the patentee, we are fully con- 
vinced that were he to make his own wheel, and anotherin all respectssimi- 
la G but with the buckets segments of circles, he would never, from their 
ett~cts, discover the diiti~rence between the two. Every practical man 
knows to what a short distance theory will conduct him as a sure guide in 
hydraulic undertakings. W e d o  not think it necessary to give the paten- 
tee's mode of describing his curve. 

45. For  a Bed-bug deslro~jer; Brittain Garrard ,  Maysville, Blount 
county, Tenncssee. 

Although three or four patents have been obtained for scalding bugs to 
death by steam, and although the kind of thing used for the purpose was 
well known prior to the obtaining of the first patent, it seems that there 
are yet some which have escaped destCuction. The present patentee makes 
some change in the arrangement of his steam kettle, or boiler) rendering it 
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somewhat more complex, but we do not think more convenient, than here- 
tofore. W e  shall not describe, as the patentee has not claimed, the altera- 
tions~ or improvements, made in "the family safety scalding'pot and steam 
engine. '~ 

46, For  a Mantle and Fender for fireplaces; Elijah Skinner, Sand- 
wich, StafFord county, New Hampshire. First patented April 19th, 
1822. Pa ten t  surrendered and reissued March  12. 

Neither the original, nor the renewed~ specification presents any claim~ 
and the principal,we believe the only, ditt~renee between them,.is that tile 
description in the lalter is less full and clear than thatof  the former. The 
mantle is to be of sheel, or of cast-iron, and projects out like a shelf, having a 
facing descending at right angles from it. The fender is to be a thing of 
sheet-iron, bent thus [-- ;  one edge of it going against the back of the chim- 
ney, and the other restingon the hearth, so as to cover the fuel and form a 
close stove. These affairs appear to be independent of each other, and 
ought, in this case~ to have been tile subject of two patents; we do not 
think, however, that the point is worth disputing. 

47. For  a Cookin~ Stove; John Liddle, Schohari  e, county of  Scho- 
harie,  New York, March 12. 

A furnace is to be surrounded by a rectangular chamber, furnished with 
doors, and intended either for baking, or boiling, having openings in its 
lower side~ over the fire, to receive boilers; when used for baking, these 
openings are to be closed by a cast.iron slide. Each end of this chamber 
forms a flat flue, communicating, with flues surrounding an oven which sur- 
mounts the chamber first named. As we are left to discover the novelties 
in this contrivance, by the entire omission of a claim, we shall transfer the 
task to the reader. 

48. For  a Cheap Lock; Abel Conant, Lowell, Middlesex county, 
Massachusetts, March 12. 

It so happens that this lock is not a lock, but merely a spring bolt, not a 
word being said about a key, or any contrivance for securing the bolt. 
The parts which a,'e individually described, are, when put into their proper 
places, to form a mortise bolt, or fastening. Tile back part of the  bolt, 
which occupies the interior of the box, is a quadrangular frame, which is 
tbrced back by means of a dog, or cam, in the usual way. A zigzag spring 
placed within the bolt, and bearing against the case of the tumbler and 
the front end of the hollow bolt, forces it forward. There are four 
individual claims, some of which, we apprehend, will not- be sustainable. 
The first is to the cheap construction~ which, as a result, may be very good, 
but as a claim is somewhat equivocal; the second, is to the transferring 
of a large portion of the champfer of the bolt to the catch, thus allowin~ 
the bolt to be reduced in thickness--which must certainly abridge the dis2 
tance to which the bolt will throw out, and produce some inconvenience. 
The third is to the application of the zigzag spring within the hollow ot 
tile bolt, and tile fourth,"to the use of cast, or wrought iron, knobs~ or handles, 
in place of glass, wood, brass, or other metal." In this last particular, 
there is neither invention, nor discovery, but a mere change of materials; 
the validity of which, as a foundation of a claim, we must doubt. 

VoL. XVIII.,---No. 5 . ~ N o v x ~ E a ,  1836. ~8 
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49. For a Cast-iron Fire place; William Burgess, Middleborough, 
Plymouth county, Massachusetts, March 12. 

An open, east-iron, fire place is to have two, or more, ovens, at the back 
of it. The fire place must project out into the room, as the openings into 
the oven are at each end. There are also to be openings between, and at 
the back of the ovens, forming flues around which the heated air may pass. 
The claim is to "the application of the oven and cooking apparatus, to the 
common open fire place, or frame, as above described." The contrivance 
here claimed, resembles many others, and is not distinguished from them by 
any thing presented in the specification. 

50. For Machinery for making, Cap Wire; Melville Kelsey, 
city of  New York, March  12. 

The claim made in this machine is to "the principle of using two, or 
more, bobbins at the same time, upon the same spindles, thereby turning off 
the work much faster." The wire passes tl~rough a hollow mandrel, or 
spindle, upon one end of which are the bobbins and flyers. The descrip- 
tion of the machine is not by any means clear, nor is the drawing a very 
descriptive one, but still, we believe, that by a competent workman, tile 
machine might be made with their aid. 

51. For an improvement in Piano Fortes; Henry Hartge,  city of 
Baltimore, March  12. 

The improvement here claimed, consists in making the tuning block of a 
pianoforte, in part of wood, and in part of iron, in a way which we believe 
to be new. "£he wooden tuning block may be covered with an iron plate 
three.eighths of an inch in thickness, and the h~des for the tuning pins be 
bored through the iron, and into the wood. The iron plate prevents the 
pins from being drawn out of perpendicular by the tension of the strings, 
whilst the pin has the advantage of being kept fromturning by the elasticity 
of the wood. The claim is to "the metallic plate fastened to the tuning 
block, with holes for the tuning pins to pass through, furnishing additional 
security and permanency to such pins, and giving increased firmness to the 
tuning block, thereby aiding to keep the instrufnent in tune." We have 
no doubt of the goodness of this contrivance, or of its superiority to the 
devices which have preceded it in instruments where frames in payt, or 
wholly, of iron, have been used to sustain the tension of the strings. 

52. For an improvement in Capstans for Ships or other vessels; 
Andrew Morse, Jr., Boston, Suffolk county, Massachusetts, March  12. 

The main body of this capstan revolves upon a hollow shaft firmly 
fixed in the deck of the vessel, and is turned by handspikes, in the usual 
way. It  has a cap fixed upoh a stout iron shaft, which iron shaft passes 
through the hollow shaft first mentioned, and extends to the lower side of 
the deck, and there carries a spur wheel, which mashes into ahother spur 
wheel upon a second shaft which passes up through the deck. The upper 
end of this second shaft has also a small spur wheel upon it, which mashes 
into a large wheel surrounding, and firmly fixed to, the lower end of the 
capstan. The small spur wheel upon the second shaft may be thrown out 
of gear at pleasure. The usual palls, to prevent back motion are, of 
course, employed. When the small spur wheel is thrown out of gear, and 

- the windlasses are made to turn the main body of the capstan~ it operates 
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without any aid from the gearing; but when the small wheel is in gear, and 
the handspikes are applie¢l to the cap, the power is increased in a degree 
dependent upon the proportionate sizes of tile train of wheels. 

==The invention here claimed, and desired to be secured by letters patent, 
is the improvement of the ships' or vessels' capstan, so that increased power 
may be obtained at pleasure, as above described; with the arrangement, 
application, and adaptation of the several parts as herein set forth. '~ 

At pace~ $94~. Vol. xvi., a cap.stan is described, which op.erates upon the 
same principle with the foregoing, although not under prectsely the same 
arrangement; this was patented in May~ 18S5. One-very similar was 
patented in England, in February, t8~7, see Newton's Journal, 2nd series 9 
vol. it, p. 66. Another still more like in arrangement~ and precisely sim- 
ilar in ellbct, was patented by Capt. Phillips, in England, in 1819, see 
Newton's Journal, vol. it, p. 1. Other examples might be offered, but 
these~ it is supposed, will suffice. We  are aware that the patentee may 
point out variations from these, which he may deem important; but we can- 
not perceive any substantial difference between his plan and that of Capt. 
Phillips, or a~y change which might not have been made by an ordinary 
workman who had no claim to inventive talent. 

53. For  a Cotton Baling Press; James C. Mitchell, Madison coun- 
ty, Mississippi, M a r c h  12. 

In this press there are two followers~ which~ in pressing~ are made to 
approach each other, by two shafts, each having a right handed screw cut 
on one end, and a left handed screw upon the other. The screws stand 
vertically~ their upper ends revolving in collars in the cap of the press, 
and having spur wheels upon them above the cap. Their lower ends work 
in steps in the side of the press. The two followers have nuts let into them 
adapted to the screws. As this press is intended for baling cotton, there 
is a portion of each screw shaft, in the middle, which is left square~ for 
nearly the thickness o f ' a  bale. A large spur wheel, on a vertical axis, 
turned by horse, or other~ power, mashes into the wheels on the upper ends 
of the screw shafts~ the right and left handed screws then cause the fol- 
lowers to approach~ or recede, according to the direction in which they are 
turned. 

The dimensions of the respective parts, and the appendages necessary 
for the packing of cotton, are sufficiently described in the specification. 
The construction of the press, with the exception of the wheels for work- 
ing it, is claimed as entirely new. 

54. For  a Compound Lever Tooth Exlractor; Moses 13. Hanson, 
Bangor, Penobscot county, Maine,  M a r c h  12. 

This instrument is the same in principle with others which have been 
made for the same purpose. The tooth is to be seized by forceps, and to 
be drawn by causing a part of the instrument to rest upon the adjoining 
teeth, or gums, to operate, as a fulcrum in drawing the tooth. Many teeth 
could not be drawn by means of such an instrument, and it is always 
objectionable, as the teeth upon which the fulcrum rests must be forced in 
with a power equal to tliat required for extracting the one to be drawn. 
W e  have now a similar instrument in our possession, and have seen many 
others. A good forceps, or key, correct judgment~ a firm grip, and a strong 
wrist~ require no patent, nor any improvement. 
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55. For Drying paper by the application oJ Dry Heat; Henry  
P. Howe, Shirley, Middlesex county,/Massachusetts, March 12. 

In the manufactories where cylinder paper is made, the sheet is dried by 
means of large, iron cylinders, into which steam is admitted throu_~h a hal- 
.low cud geon;, but the present_ patentee p laces a farnace, within his cy linder , 
instead of using steam. We are by no means convinced, however, that the 
plan which he proposes is a real improvement, although we cannot offer 
any decided opinion on the subject, as the construction and management of 
the furnace, and some other points, are obscurely presented, and there is 
not any thing claimed. 

56. For Forge Backs for Blacksmiths; Charles Richardson, Green- 
field, Hillsborough county, New Hampshire, March  12. 

There have been numerous patents ['or hollow, cast-iron, forge backs, 
many of them marked by very slight differences. W'e do not, in the one 
before us, see any thing worthy of particular notice. The patentee claims 
a "spiral plate of cast-iron, and the peculiar lorm and size of the swelled 
front, or convex part in the front part of the box." The spiral plate !s a 
partition to cause the admitted air to circulate, and to become heated prior 
to its exit. 

57. For an improved Steam Boiler for generating Steam, to be 
used in the drying of paper; John Ames, Springfield, Hampden 
county, Massachusetts, March 12. See specification. 

58. For a Machine for making Butts and Hinges; Welcome 
Whitaker, Troy, New York, March  12. 

We can afford but little more than the claims preferred by the patentee 
of this machine, which is intended to bend sheet metal round the joint 
wire, so as to form the knuckles of hinges. The description, which occu- 
pies several sheets of paper, might have been abridged by making duplicate 
drawings, and referring to them by letters, or figures~ and whilst it would 
have lost in length, it would have gained in distinctness. The drawing is 
a well executed perspective, but showing only one view of the machine. 

The claims are to "the manner and principle of placing, holding, and 
supporting the wire round which the tongues of butts, or hinges, are to be 
bent and formed into eyes, together witll the manner of securing the hinge 
for that operation. The manner and principle of bending the tongue round 
the wire, either by allowing the ends of the dogs to slide ul~on their surface, 
or by causing them to roll and not slide. And also the above described ma. 
chine, and every part of it, together with the manner, and principle of its con. 
struction and operation, as therein combined, and as constituting a whole, 
and as specially applied to the purposes of bending the tongues of the butts 
and hinges, and forming them into eyes." 

59. For a Detacher, for detaching horses from carrlage.% ~'c.; 
Philip T. Share, city of Baltimore, March 18. 

Numerous patents have been obtained, both here and in Europe, for 
detaching horses from. carriages,, in case..of their running away; and many 
of them are sofficmntly sm~ple and efficient, but they have not been kept 
in use, nor are they likely to be so. We have no fault to find with the 
contrivancebefore us, nor any praise to bestow upon it, as it does no 
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appear to be either better or worse than several of its predecessors. 
Sailors are proverbially averse to cork jackets, and other It|e-preservers, 
and other classes act, more or less, from the same kind of impulse; there 
is a feeling adverse to the constantly guarding against evils which are con- 
tingent, and are believed to be remote. Where by one act, like insuring 
against fire, the precaution is in its nature durable, prudent men will resort 
to it, but, otherwise, rarely. The contrivance which has become our text, 
will soon be forgotten, and be succeeded by analogous inventions, destined 
to share the same fate. 

60. For  the use o f  G u m  Elastic in Corsets, Braces, ~.e.; Ransom 
Warner, city of New York, M a r c h  18. 

" I  claim as my own invention, the application and introduction of gum 
elastic into the braces for the shoulders; tot corsets; for men's and women's 
apparel; /br suspenders; for the curved and distorted spine; for retaining 
the fracture of the collar bone in its place; and the applying of the gum 
elastic to the human system to supply artificial muscular power, so as to 
meet the antagonist muscle, or to supply strength to the weakened fellow 
muscles, in proportion to the necessity of the case, or as the contractile 
power may be required." 

It is too late to claim the introduction of India rubber into braces, &c. 
&c., in the broad way in which it is claimed above, as it has been repeatedly 
used in webbing, and in other ~brms, for some of the purposes named. As 
regards several of these, we apprehend that its successful employment will 
baffle the skill of the patentee, although we should be glad to think other- 
wise. 

(TO B 1¢ CONTI~'UED IN OUR ~EXT.) 

NOTE. We have not noticed one half of the patents for the month of 
March, the whole number being 155; the remainder will be given in our 
next; this, we are aware, will throw us another month in arrear with out" 
notices, which we in~end shall usually follow six months after that in which 
the patents are dated. The diminished number issued immediately after 
the passing o[" the new law, will enable us to overtake the business, without 
giving an undue length to the article containing our animadversions, as 
would have been the case had we included the whole for the month of 

. March, iu the present number. 

SPECIFICATIONS o~ ~ A~IErtIeA~¢ PATENTS. 

SpGeeifieation of a patent for an improved Boiler for generating steam. 
ranted to JOHN AMES, Springfield, 1-Iampden county, Massachusetts, 

31arch 12th, 1856. 
To all whom it may concern, be it known, that I, John Ames, of Spring- 

field, in the county of Hampden, and state el" Massachusetts, have invented 
an improved boiler [or the generating of steam, to be used in the drying of 
paper, and |or other purposes, and do hereby declare that the fol]o~ving is 
a full and exact description thereof. 

As this boiler is not intended to be used for steam of great elasticity, 
but is designed mainly, to produce it in large quantity, I intend, usually, 
to make it of cast-iron, although wrought-iron~ or other metal, may be used 
if preferred. I t  may be made of various sizes, and in different shapes, 
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